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TELIGARH FORT: A study of Archaeological and

Historical data of Odisha

Mr. Manas Kumar Rout

Telegarh is located at Chanditala village near Dhanmandal railway station in Badachana area of Jajpur
district. It is 65 km distance of headquarter Bhubaneswar of Orissa state and 35 km from Cuttack. On the
side of NH-5 to Chandikhole Dhanmandal Road distance about 8 km far away and same distance from
Badachan Bazar to Teligada. This place is about 45 feet above to see level.In this paper  the archeological
importance of Teligarh is analysed.
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In Ancient time Odisha Know as the Udra, Utkal, Kalinga , Kosal, Tosali was virtually a land or forts similar to
its appellation ‘the land of temple’. It’s Place ruled by the several kings of the various dynasty.  To save his
capital he built the fort in many places. In order to study of fortification of ancient and medieval times,
basically we have to depend on literary and archaeological evidence. The literary texts are provide us the
theoretical background of fort-building activities, while the archaeological data give us the concrete proof of
military art and architecture, arms and arm out etc. Military architecture of ancient and medieval India was
mainly based on the ancient text like Vedas, Epics, Dharmasastras, Arthasastras, Nitisastras, Puran,
Dharnuved and other text like Pali, Prakti and Sanskrit. The system of fortification prescribed in the ancient
texts continued everywhere in ancient and medieval India with regional variations. The systematized
engineering skill adopted from the time of Ashok (mainly grounded on Koutilya Arthasastras remained more
or less the same about the thousand and five years with of course more accentuation of height of the
rampart walls, increasing depth of moat, more complicated system of gateway, Bastian (wathch tower) etc.
stationing of armies there training maintenance and training of horses and elephants watch and word (code
word) system etc.
Koutilya Arthasastra is considered to be Bible in the Indian polity, economy, and social system. To Koutilya
fort was one of the never-most important constituent elements of the state and was more important the
treasury and the army are safely kept and it is from the fort secret war (intrigue) control over one is partisans,
the upkeep of the army the reception of allies and the driving out of the enemies are successfully practiced.
In the absence of fort the treasuty is to the enemies for its seems that those who won forts there is no
destruction.
In past time Orissa mixing with Udra, Utkal, Kaling and Kosal was virtually a land of fort similar to its appellation
the land of temples I may rightly point out here that it is extremely difficult in dating the numerous fort in a
chronological order, in fact, barring a few which are dated on the basis of findings from their excavations.
Jajpur has witnessed over the ages the rise and fall of several running dynasties, the rule of the muslims,
mughals, marahattas, the British and the administration of the democratic Government and experienced the
efflorescence of mainstream of India religions – Bhuddhism, Jainsim, Saktisim,Tantrisim, Saivasim, soura
cult the folk religious beliefs and cultural upheavals is all its facts Jajpur. The headquarters of the district of
the same name is popular know as Virajaketra, Gadakshetra, Parvatikshetra etc. This famous Kshetra has
been ancient tirtha know in the name of Navigaya is the sacred place for pitrusrada or pindadana on the river
Vaitaranai. Koutilya in his immortal work Arthashastra the treaties on military strategy has classified forts
under six categories i.e. Giridurga or Parvata (Hill Fort), Jaldurga or Andaka ab-durga (water Fort), Dhanavana
Marudurga (desert fort), Vanadurga or Vrikashyadurga (Forest Fort), Mahidurga or mriddurga (earth fort) Naradurga
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or fortress with men defended by a large royal army. There are two sub types- the island fortress or
Antardipa durga and the plain fortress or Sthala durga. The sea or water of a river wash the Antardvipa durga
where as in the case of Sthala durga it is encircled with artificial moats filled with water or irrigated by a river.
So tally to category Teligarh is one type of Giridurga or Pravata or hill fort. This fort is ruins of the fortress of
Teligarh are found to the north of the distance signal of Dhanmandal Railway station on the foot of the high
hillock knows by the same name. The rulers of Jajpur are built fort to save the capitals. So in Jajpur districs
Darpan Tehasil area two major forts built. One is Famouse as Teligarh and other is Darpan garh. It’s the large
fort and the architectural peculiarities to that similarity of the konark temple (13th century A.D.). The fort may
be assigned by Ganga period. Same as anther Garha named Darpana garh. It builds in medieval period at
Darpana the opposite of Teligarh.

Location of Teligarh
Telegarh is located at Chanditala village near Dhanmandal railway station in Badachana area of Jajpur
district. It is 65 km distance of headquarter Bhubaneswar of Orissa state and 35 km from Cuttack. On the
side of NH-5 to Chandikhole Dhanmandal Road distance about 8 km far away and same distance from
Badachan Bazar to Teligada. This place is about 45 feet above to see level.

Poltical Succession of Jajpur
Jajpur is present name abut in ancient time it is a part of Cuttack district. Madalapanji a chronicle of Lord
Jagannath temple refer that ancient state divided some part that are, Panch Katak know as Jajpur, Choudwar,
Amarabati (Chhatia ) Bidanasi katak, Saranga gada (Chudangagada ). Which Pancha Katak identified with
Bidanasi Cuttack present Cuttack city and Jajpur is identified one of the part of Kataka state. During that time
Jajpur played a major roll for safety to capital. So many forts are built in Jajpur under the support of rulers.
Teligada is a importance forts which was built in Jajpur Providence. The city has (Jajpur) witnessed many
eventful pages of dynastical succession. Antiquarian findings resulted from extensive archaeological
investigation indicates that the Bhaumakara dynasty rulling over the region 7th -8th century A.D was succeeded
by the Kesharis or Somavamsi (9-11th C.A.D) followed by the Ganga (11-14th C.A.D), the Gajapati (14-16th

C.A.D) the Bhois (15-18th C.A.D), mughals (16-17th C.A.D), after that the Marathas and finally by the Britishers
between 17 to 19th century A.D.

Legend of Teligarh
Many years ago here was a king lived. King always engaged with war in her enemy for safety of capital. On
her aggressive police the kings spent more time in battlefield. As the cause he could not got rest. So the
king thought abandon the empire and live became a holy man. One day the king declared “if I saw anybody
to first time in tomorrow morning I would surrender the empire and all charges to this person”. That declared
spared out the entire corner of the empire. Next day morning king away up bed and look forward to below
road side saw first a Teliman. Who had going to market for selling oil. As his declare the king surrender the
all power to the Teliman. On that day to Teli became the king of the fort and the area. Thereafter the Teli man
ruled there. So that the fort famous on the behalf the name Teli and the fort famous as the name of Teligarh

or Teligada durga. One day the king (Teli) and all the queen and staff of the fort dead fought against a war. But

till now there are two large ponds seen. One is name as Rani Pokhari and another Sunara phokari, or Sunar
jhar called by the local people. An old person told the queen come to birth this Pond so the pond name
also Rani Pokhari. According to legend may be this place used as the residential place of Royal family

Ganga dyanast.

Archaeological View on Teligarh
This military stronghold of the Ganga dynasty is now in complete ruins. Large heaps of earth containing
brickbats and alignment of front walls are still visible on the surface. The original fort complex which possibly
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functioned as a subsidiary fort to that of the Amaravati Kataka was surrounded by a deep moat. The main
entrance to the garh is located on the eastern side. The eastern and northern walls run about one mile in
length while the western and southern walls measure approximately 800 feet. The northern wall partially
extended up to the adjacent Baruna hill. The maximum height of the fort wall has been recorded as 12 ft with
a breadth of 5 ft. 8 inches. Bastion envisaged at a distance of every 60 ft. the habitation area within the
fortified complex too, is enclosed by high walls. This portion is square in plan with houses erected on either
side the road passing in the middle point. A big well or tank connect with bath room and drain was traced in
the habitation area. The length of this bath room measures around 16 ft. by 16 ft. laterite stone slabs were
used in the construction of this bath room. The whole fort has built by lateritic stone. That have measuring in
2’8"x2’9" feet and height is 1’8" feet also.
 Gadachandi in the shape of a female seated on a dead body is worshiped in a temple adjacent to the
silted up moat. Along with her, several broken parts of other cult icons have also been under worship at this
same place.
           The ruins of the fortress of Teligarh are found to the north of the distance signal of Dhanmandal
Railway station on the foot of the high hillock know by the same name ramparts of the fort made of literite
stone blocks set with mortar give an idea of a very important citadel. The fort may be assigned to the
imperial Ganga period when the old fort and strongholds on the Rajapatha leading to this north and east was
repaired and remodeled and new fortresses was built in the place of military importance. Recently the state
archeology has conserved the existing wall and the khondalite sculptured panel of the temple, the ruin of
which were broken to pieces by a contractor for laying mettaled road passing to the N.H. near Chandikhole
Madalapanji refers that king the Ganga dynasty founded by king Anantavarman Chodaganga (1077-1150)
greatest among the eastern Ganga kings came to power in Odisha by overthrowing Gang king
Anangavimadeba III while on his way to warship the Biswesvar siva was impressed by an unusual happening
i.e  a heron killing a hawk at Barabti village. The strategic location of the site and the unusual event perhaps
impelled him to shift his capital to Barabti Village. He named the newly formed city as Abhinava Varanasi
Kataka. On the basis of the content of Nagari copper plate Granty of Anangavimadeba iii (1211 to 1238) A.D.
historian believes that the city of Cuttack along with fort Barabti Fort was founded by him in 1229 A.D as this
time the fort Teligarh built by the same ruler.
  Lower parts of a temple which once stood within the fort complex have since been shifted to the Orissa
State Museum for proper preservation and display. They include panels depicting chariots used in car
festivals, elephants with riders, cavalry, infantry soldiers, camel force, and warrior seen by the elephant,
loaded bulls and camp followers. Similar panels can be traced in the basement of the Sun Temple at
Konark (13th century A.D.) built by Narasimhabadeva-1 of the famous Ganga ruler of the dynasty of Orissa.
Ruins of several other minor shrines are also noticed in the vicinity. According to Ananta Basudeva temple
inscription at Bhubaneswar described the Ganga king Narasimaha Deva Victory against Radha. That time
the muslim rulers are use of camel for bring armaments one place to Other. Due to victory of Narasimha
Deva got some camel as the gift from Muslim rulers. The depicting the sculptures of Teligarh are the scene
of victory of Radha. Local people are of the view that the original Kothari Thakurani of this ruined temple has
already by a ruler of the Darpani eastate to his residence at Cuttack for worship. The sculptured pieces
brought to the Museum are now displayed in the garden for general view of the public.

“ Yad-Vamse Vaijayanti pataiva Subhatonangabhima Prabhavah
Pradhvasta-rati-raja-vraja-yuvati-janodgita-gambhira sarah

Asid-asivisarer-adhikatara-taras-tadag-garvo-rugarbha sonte
Svanta-prasarpat Javam-api-javanam Samgara Sanjahara (Verse-3)

Further the Minhaj Tabaqut-I- Nasiri mentioned after the victory of Radha regain four battles were fought
between Yuzback and Narasimha Deva from 1247 to 1256 A.D. Again the leader of this battle from the side
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of Orissan army was Paramadrideva. The first two battles Yuzback gained success, third one his sustains
discomfiture at the hand of Orissan army. He asked for the milltary aid from Delhi and marched towards
Umuradan. Umuradan was identified with Mandaran, Amarakantakaand Amarda present identified with Present
Mayurbhanj district seems more plausible as the Musilm army came to Jajnagar (Jajpur) and destroyed the
fort Ahihas and Teligarh fort.

Conclusion
So in archaeological and historical view this fort place played a vital key role to construction the history of
our past and glorious epoch the history of Odisha. Basically to know Ganga dynasty Marched against
Muslim rules. In a words the study of the fort suggest that the religious, social, and political conditions of
ancient Odisha. If the government pocus on it to preserve it some new knowledge history of odisha about
Ganga period come out to light and it have became a famous tourist place. Thus the fort and strongholds is
the one of the major monument to construct the history. Special it can be a give us military data history of
Odisha. More over not only the military history but also the elevation plan of the fort was given the data of
Odisha engineering capacity.
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